Dimethylformamide (DMF) hepatotoxicity.
Scattered case reports of accidental exposure and a few epidemiological studies have indicated that the liver is the main target organ following acute and chronic exposure to dimethylformamide (DMF). This has been confirmed in several animal species. In humans, ethanol intolerance is one of the earliest manifestations of (excessive) exposure to DMF, followed at higher exposure levels by various complaints (nausea, vomiting, abdominal pain) and the release of liver cytolytic enzymes in the plasma. The metabolic pathway of DMF has been recently clarified, but the primary cellular lesion responsible for its hepatotoxicity is still unknown.